
The Teeth of Ten Sioux Indians--Addendum
Source: The Journal of the Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, Vol. 24
(1895), pp. 446-447
Published by: Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2842191 .

Accessed: 15/06/2014 11:57

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at .
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

 .
JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of
content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms
of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

 .

Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve
and extend access to The Journal of the Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland.

http://www.jstor.org 

This content downloaded from 62.122.72.104 on Sun, 15 Jun 2014 11:57:05 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=rai
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2842191?origin=JSTOR-pdf
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


446 DRi. W. SMITH.-The Teeth of Ten Sioux Indians. 

single persons of both sexes have rarely any connection; for 
instance, a maid would take it as an affront were a young fellow 
to offer her a pinch of snuff in company.' Eusofzye women 
consider it indecent to associate with the mel.2 In Loango, a 
youth dare not speak to a girl except in her mother's presence.3 
Amongst the hill Dyaks, the young men are carefully separated 
fromn the girls.4 In New South Wales unmarried youths and 
g,irls may not speak to each other.5 In some Victorian tribes, 
the unmarried adults of both sexes are kept carefully apart from 
those of another tribe, namely, those whom it is lawful to 
marry. Amongst the same people the seducer of an unmarried 
girl is beaten to death, and the girl is punished and sometimes 
killed.6 In South Nias, both the seducer and the girl are put 
to death.7 In the Tenimber Islands (Timurlaut) it is taboo for 
a boy to touch a girl's breast or hand, and for her to touch his 
hair.8 Amongst the Let-htas of Burma, boys and girls " when 
they may have occasion to pass each other, avert their gaze, so 
that they may not see each other's faces."9 In Cambodia, the 
girls are carefully secluded, and the reserve which they show is 
remarkable. The stringency of custom prevents the intercourse 
of the young. Accordingly, the rGle of village Don Juan is 
scarcely possible.10 In Laos, the parents have nothing to say 
against juvenile amours. Yet there is a tariff of charges for 
every advance of the lover, the touch of the hand and arm, for 
instance, must be paid for in money." 

In conclusion it may be necessary to remark that the present 
paper is not intended to be more than a preliminary sketch, 
necessarily lacking in exactness of method, of a series of facts, 
which have hitherto been strangely neglected in investigations 
into the history of marriage. 

The TEETH of TEN SIOUX INDIANS. 

Addendum to Dr. WILBERFORCE SMITH'S paper published at 
p. 109 (1894). 

THE teeth of ancient civilisation as seen in skulls which had 
come under my notice, had not confirmed the belief that they 
resemble those of modern civilised life. For in Egyptian 
inummies and in skulls at the small museum in Pompeii, the 

I Cranz, op. cit., i, 145. 2 Elphinstone, op. cit., i, 241, 243, 313. 
3 Proyart, " Pinkerton's Voyages and Travele," xvi, 568. 
4 H. Law, " Sarawak," 300. 5 B. Smyth, op. cit., ii, 318. 
6 Dawson, op. cit., ci. 7 Rosenberg, op. cit., 167. 
8 Riedel, Op. cit., 300. 9 Fytche, " Burma," i, 343. 
'? Aymonier, " Cochinchine fran9aise," vi, 191, 198. 
11 Aymonier, op. cit., ix, 109, 184f. 
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teeth were like those of savages; that is, they were much worn 
and little decayed. How Roman methods of eating differed 
from modern customs in their relation to mastication is further 
indicated by the following quotations. 

Professor William Ramsay tells us:-" Carving was performed 
with graceful gestures by a person called Carptor Scissor, who 
had been regularly educated by a professor of the art. 
Spoons (Cochiearta ligulce) are occasionally mentioned, but 
knives and forks for the use of the guests were altogether 
unknown. Each one must therefore have helped himself and 
torn his food into morsels with his fingers (Ovid, A. A. III. 756), 
as is the practice in the East at this day. Hence before the 
meal commenced, and probably at its termination also, slaves 
went -round with vessels of water for washing the hands, and 
towels (mantelia) for drying them (Virgil, G. IV. 376, AEn. 
701)."' 

The reference to Ovid given by Professor Ramsay, furnishes 
the following lines: 

"Carpe cibos digitis; est quiddam gestus edendi: 
Ora nec immunda tota perunge manu." 

A reference to Martial gives the lines: 
"Ponetur digitis tenendus ustis 
Nigra coliculus virens patella, 
Algentem modo qui reliquit hortum: 

(Epigramnmata, V. 78.) 
On the other hand forks were not unknown. I nmentioned 

having seen some derived from Pompeii, whatever their purpose. 
And for the following more ample information, I am greatly 
indebted to Dr. Russell Forbes of Rome. In reply to a letter of 
inquiry, he writes (Dec., 1894):-" Forks were a luxury I should 
say, but used for serving generally. . . . I know many frescoes 
of banquets, but not of any showing the use of forks. 
I find there are several kinds of forks in the Capitol mnuseum, 
all in bronze; two-pronged just like a modern pickle fork; four- 
pronged like a dessert fork with the projections at end of 
stem, just before comirng to the prongs, as in modern forks; 
two-pronged like a pickle fork, ending in a sort of miniature 
spoon split; two-pronged with prongs the same length as 
stem; three-pronged ending in miniature spoon. These are all 
6 inches long." 

Thus the gelneral conclusion is that ancient Romans were 
accustomed to eat in a manner which to us appears semi-bar- 
barous, but which probably contributedl to preservation of dental 
soundness. 

1 "c A Manual of Roman Antiquities," by Wm. Ramsay, M.A., Professor of 
Humanity in University of Glasgow. Griffin, 13tlh Edit. " Arrangement of the 
Coena," p. 442. 
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